State

Washington ranks 45th out of 50
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in pupil-teacher ratio.

Washington class sizes are among the largest in the nation.

Bringing Washington's average class size to the national
average would require hiring 11,960 additional teachers.

Reducing class sizes in early grades improves learning in all
subject areas, especially for children living in poverty.

Reducing class sizes can improve classroom behavior and
give students more individualized attention. Needing less
time for discipline, teachers can spend more time on
instruction.

Studies show that small classes improve teacher-student
interaction and teacher morale, along with enriched learning
experiences.

Students who are in small classes in the early elementary
grades are significantly more likely to graduate from high
school.
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Sources: NEA Rankings and Estimates, March 2015. Original data reported to NEA by state departments of education.
Data excludes District of Columbia.
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