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2016 NEW BUSINESS ITEM NO. 4
(APRIL 11, 2016, 10:36 A.M./REVISED)

TITLE

Protecting Educators’ Identities on Social Media from Fraudulent Defamation

SOURCE

Shari Ahlheim and Carol Rivera, Peninsula EA

BACKGROUND

WEA members need guidelines in the event that a fraudulent social media site is created targeting educators. 

COST IMPLICATIONS

Cost to WEA:	Staff:  $2,300 (Would be included in existing staffing budget)
Non-staff:  None

Cost to the State:  None

WEA GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

	Increase WEA members' professional status and job satisfaction.
	Improve the quality of and access to public education for all students.
	Forge partnerships with parents, business, other unions, and community groups.

RECOMMENDATION(S)

That WEA will address the issue that educators can be victims of harassment, intimidation, and bullying by:

1. Providing step-by-step guidance on what actions to take in the event that a fraudulent social media site is created involving an educator. This guidance will use existing communications and will include notifying the WEA so that activities of this nature can be tracked.

2.	Helping draft model contract language outlining a stance against cyberbullying and creating a policy that includes technology user agreements outlining loss of privileges and/or disciplinary action when students create fraudulent social media sites defaming school employees.

[bookmark: _GoBack]3.	Communicating with the social media provider to remove the fraudulent social media site in the event that the actions have been followed and documented but were unsuccessful.
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