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TITLE

The Right of Union Representation

SOURCE

WEA Board

INTENT

Whereas WEA affirms its commitment to protecting and strengthening the right to union representation at the local, state and national level.

RECOMMENDATION(S)

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Washington Education Association believes the right to union representation is a fundamental principle of American democracy.

The Association also believes that, through union representation, WEA members have been the voice of the education profession in Washington since 1889, proud to be the state’s most powerful advocate for quality public education and the resources students need to be successful.

The Association further believes that the WEA gives members the strength in numbers to accomplish goals its members could not achieve alone. 

The Association also believes in:

1. representation elections because in order to form a union, employees must have a representation election as the exclusive bargaining representative for “hours, wages, and work conditions”;

2. the duty of fair representation because unions have the responsibility to represent everyone in the bargaining unit “fairly, in good faith, and without discrimination,” manifested in the core union responsibility which is the duty of fair representation;

3. representation fees because collecting representation fees to cover the cost of negotiations and representation of all bargaining unit members is fair, reasonable, and sanctioned by multiple US Supreme Court decisions.

The Association further believes in an ongoing commitment to protecting and strengthening the right to union representation at the local, state and national level, including the right to represent our members in collective bargaining, the political process, and professional practice.

The WEA Board of Directors recommends “DO PASS”

The 2016 Representative Assembly “UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED”
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